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An Accompt offotne "Books, 

I. Be (driving dtr GOST-IND 1 SCHE KVSTEN, MALABAR 

C&fOMANDEL,) CEYLON , f §c. Door Philippus Baldseus. 

Z’Amfterdam 1672. in Col. 

/ 1 "^He Author of this recent Hiftory, an adtive Dutch Minifter, 

JL having lived many years in the Eaft-lndies, efpecially ia 
Ceylon , hath taken great pains to give an account not only of the 
late Civil Tranfadtions of his Country-men and others in thofe 
parts (of molt of which he hath been an Eywitnefs 5 ) but alfo 
of many of the Obfet vabies in Natural and Moral things in the 
fame Countries. 

Being mindful of what belongs to our defign in thefe Tradta, 
we fhall but tranfiently touch, that in this Defcription are con¬ 
tained the Negotiations, Treatifes, and ways of Trade of the 
Dutch there, both with the Indians and Europeans $ together with 
many relations of what hath of late patted there, between the 
Dutch , Engli/h, Portuguefes^Motes, &U. and of the acquefts,which 
the Hollanders have there made in Lands, Towns and Strong pla* 
ces ; all which, and many others, are here represented in very 
fair Cuts ; fuch as are the Maps of the Coafis of Malabar and Coro¬ 
mandel , and of the Ifland of Ceylon i and the particular Cuts of A- 
madavat , Jfuratte , Bomba] a , Goa, Cranganor , Ctuchin , Coulangy 
Tutecenn , Negnapatan, Paliacatta , Ma/uhpatan y and the repre- 
fentations of the principal Forts of Ceylon , as Batecalo , Galt , Co¬ 
in mb 0 (the long and difficult liege whereof, together with its be¬ 
ing taken by the Dutch from the Portuguefes is here very largely 
defcribed,) Negumbe, Manaar (a final! Ifle belonging to Ctylon) 
as alio that conliderable pen-infule, Jafnapatnam, lying within the 
fame Ceylon ; and may other lefs conliderable places. 

But, to come to the Natural Obfervations, our Author taketh 
notice of the following particulars fcattered up and down in this 
Volume. 

1. That in the Haven of Suratte } (being about 22 deg. Nor¬ 
thern lat.) a Nord-Nord-Eaft and a South-Weft Moon makes the 
higheftwater; p. 12* 

2. That the Elephants, made to fight with one another before 
the G.Mogol, manage the combat with a far greater agility and 
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courage than one would imagine, and that they prefently fall on, 
and defift according to the word given, embracing one another 
moft lovingly with their truncks, as foon as they are commanded 
to end the combat; ^.21. 

3. That at Goa , lying in 16 deg* Northern Latitude upon an 
Ifle, the Climatis very unwholefome, and fubjeft to great mor¬ 
tality ; though a place fcituate for great Trade, which it manages 
with Pegu, Siam, Japan, Perjia , Cambaja , Arabia , Malabar, Co¬ 
romandel, Bengala, Acbem, &c. p.79* 

4. That on the Coaft of Malabar the nights are very cold, and 
that there falls a great dew, efpecially in the months of January , 
Febr. and Marcb,vi\\\c\\ is followed by intolerable heats in the day} 
as alfo, that the Land brifes begin in the morning about 9 and 10 
a clock,and the Sea=brifes foon after Sun-fetting. ' The Producti¬ 
ons of that Country are chiefly Pepper, ( which is of three forts, 
black, whitifh, and long,) Aloe, Cardemom, Ginger, fome Salt¬ 
peter and Gumme.lac\i as alfo Be^ar-flonet, which are beft at Ca- 
nanor , likewife Mirabolans, Tamarines : That Pepper grows beft 
in fhadowy places; hath a weak ftem .to be fupported like Vines} 
having on each branch commonly fix cluft rs,'each a foot long, 
in colour like unripe grapes; that they gather it, being green, 'in 
October and November, expofing it to, the Sun to dry, whereby it 
grows black in a few days; p. 99, ico, 101. 

5. That at Cananor there are fometimes found Beqiar-jlenes, of 
’the bignefs not only of a l geo ns- Egg, (which may be had for fix 
or feven reals,) but alfo of that of a Hens-egg,for 12 reals a piece; 

p, ICO. 

6*That the way,there ufed,to difcern a true Be^oar from a falfe 
one ? is ,either by preffitig upon it a red-hoc iron-bodkin,whence 
it will receive no harm, if genuine ; or by weighing it, and then 
letting it lye in water a whole night; whereupon,if it keep its for.- 
mer weight ’tis a true one$ if not, ’tis counterfait; ibid * 

7. That at Cochin, the Capital of one of the Kingdoms of Ma* 
laborj. he T'tmpeftuous winds,there reigning in the winter-month?, 
drive together abundance of clouds againft the mountains,where 
having hung a while, they fall down at laft with a fudden impetu* 
ofity in dreadful fhowers, carrying along with them ftore of earth 
and fands into the Sea, which are by the'fame^ith certain winds, 
driven back again, and do obftrucf the mouth of the River of that 
place; which yetis dif-obftrudfed again in the Sommer-feafon 
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8. That moft of the Inhabitants of Pore a in the Country of 
Malabar have lwollen Legs ; aferibed to the brackifh and Salt- 
petry-water,they muft drink there ; p , 149. 

9* That the Kairos, (the Gentry of Malabar ^ and the Military 
men there) are from their youth, even from the feventh year of 
their age, difciplin'd to great agility of Body, by ftretching their 
tender linews,and anointing them with certain oyls and unguents, 
whereby they aredifpofed to wind and turn their body with ex:ra= 
ordinary nimblenefs any way,and to wreftle to admiration -,p. 144, 
145. 

10. That about Tutecoryn^ in Malabar,is one of the three chief 
Pearl-fifhings in the Eaft-Indies, comprizing Manaar and Anpou, 
feituate between Comorin and Ceilon ; the other two places for 
taking that rich commodity being Ormus in Perjia, and Ainamo u 
the coaft of China. Further, that the Pearl-bearing Oyftcrs are 
hard and tough, and not good to eat: That they muft be dived 
for, 758,9, 10, fathoms deep; that all years do not equally yield 
Pearls, in regard that fometimes the Pearl-banks are cover'd with 
fand, and fometimes the Oyfters are too fmall; that the Pearls of 
Tutecoryn and Manaar are inferior in goodnefs to thofe of Ormus 3 
thofe being neither fo white nor bright as thefe 5 p.151. 

11. That at Tutecoryn, lying near Comoryn i there is a quite difFe* 
rent feafon from the places lcituate clofe to the North of that 
Cape ; fince, whereas from April to September it is Summer on the 
South of that Cape,' tis then Winter on the North of the fame,there 
blowing then ftrong winds on the one fide of thofe mouDtains,and 
none on the other. The like of which is found upon feveral o- 
thcr coafts of the Indies , as alfo in fofne places of Africa ; 

h * 5 2 ‘ 

12. That the beftftained clothes are made about Maliapour, to 
which a peculiar kind of water, fpringing there, is thoughtto be 
very conducive ; p, 159. 

13. That between Penna and Caleture^ North of Palecatta, on 
the coaft of Coromandel there grows the beft EJJaye ; which is a 
fmall root, ufed in ftaining Indian Clothes with fixt colours. And 
that, to difeern the beft of the kind, it muft be broken, and ob- 
ferved, whether it be of a deep red ; befides, it is to be chaw’d, 
and, if found ofa Nitrous tafte, ’tis efteemed good. And to ex¬ 
amine the fincerity of that colour,when the cloth is already ftained 
with itj they rub it hard with the Juice of Limon, and fo let it dry 
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in the Sun ; whereupon the red colour will appear faded,if falfe. 

14. That at Petapouli , near Mafulipatm , on the fame Coaft, 
there grows another excellent Ej)dye t call’d Tam by eve He, vie!cling (6 
high and intenfe a colour, that it rauft be mixed with the Ejjayc of 
Anieai or Ortacour , to qualifie its intenfncfs* This a only in the 
power of the Governourof that place. 

15. That the great Trafick in Diamonds and Rubies is at ilfa- 
fulipatan ; that Diamonds are digg’d in the Countries of Golconda 
an d Decan, behind Bengalee, near the Town Byjtlaga ; rhePrir.ee 
whereof keeps a continual guard there, referviug for himfeif all 
fuch Stones as way above 25 Mangely's or Carats. The Old Roc\ is 
in the Country of Deyam, yielding the beft Diamonds of all Bor¬ 
neo like wife is famous for thefe Scones, aud efpeciatly the Town 
Bangar Majfing. 

Here the Author fpends a whole Chapter in difcourfing of all 
forts of Gems, and the variety of each kind 5 together with the 
places of their growth, and the fevera! ways of examining their 
gooduefs, and the meafureof valuing them. See Chap„i\p.\G2^ 

16. That the Plant, which yields the Indigo , beareth a Mower 
like that of Thijlles , and a Seed like that of Ftcnum Grtecnm: That 
being firft Sown, it holds out 5 years j the firjl year ’tis cut one 
foot high from the ground, and the leaves, ltript from the ftalks, 
arc expofed to dry in the Sun for a day, and then for 4 or f days 
kept in round Tanks or Cifterns, filled with fair water, but brack- 
ifh, with ftones laid on them, and fometimes ftirring the water. 
This water is let out into another Cittern, and there left a whole 
night; after which, two men, Handing in the Tank, rauft labour 
with the arms, as if they were churning of Butter, till the water 
thickens 5 the fhbftance of the Indigo being fallen to the bottom; 
which is then taken out, and being fearfed through a fine Cloth, is 
thinly fpread and laid in the Sun to dry s which maketh the fine 
Indigo. The fecond year, it grows up and is cat again, being,at leaft, 
as good as the Gyngy or wild Indigo - And,if you will have the Seed 
of Indigo , the lfalks of it rauft be left to dry this time in the field,' 
and then cut, and the Seed gathered. The third year , it is com¬ 
monly of little force, andisufed by the foie Natives for colora¬ 
tion ; no Strangers caring for it; p.170. 

17. That the principal marks of good Indigo are, drynefs,Iight- 
nefs, and fwimming on water, yielding a high Violet-colour, and 
when put upon live coals, giving a Violet fmoak, and leaving but 
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few afhes. That the 7»<#g0-Merchant is to beware of buying moitt 
Indigo , bccaufe he will then find, that in eight days time he loofes 
3 pound in io; that the fame is to try it in a cleer Sun.fhine, by 
breaking feme lumps in pieces, and viewing them well, whether 
he can obfervs anything in them that gliftens} which if he 
does, he may be fure, that there is fand in it, with which it hath 
been fophifticated, to increafe and gain by the weight. But for 
the greater aflurance of thegoodnels of Indigo, pab the nail of 
your thumb over the broken pieces, and it will be of a Violet- 
colour, if it be good, and the higher that colour, the better the 
Indigo ; p.iy 2. 

That the belt Indigo falls about Ayr a , Fettapour , Bajjaunc, 
Kindarvcn , but efpecially at By ana , all places in the G.Mogols Do¬ 
minions : Ibid. 

ip, That Thea is by the people of China efteem’d wholefomeft 
when taken fafting,and without Sugar: \that the Dutch ufe it much 
in India for health and chearfulnefs; that ’tis very diurcrical, and 
opening the kidneys, and caufing free refpiration •, that the be ft 
grows in the province of Jyiangnan in China, about the Town Hod* 
chru- f that,when good, the Leaves yield a very plcafing feent} that 
’tis a Virgultum , and its leaves very like that, which is called Elms 
Coriaria , or Sumach $ that the Thea of China far excels that of Ja¬ 
pan p.182. 

20. The regiment of Life obferv’d by difereet Hollanders in 
the Eafi-Indies ; ibid, 

21. A Defcription of the Ganges and Nile ib. 

22. An ample Defcription of the Ifland of Ctylotij p. 1. of the 
fecond part of this Volume- Its riches in feveral precious Stones, 
in Elephants , and principally in Cinnamon and Cardamom ; ibid. 

23. That the Dutch, upon their Mattering the Pertuguefes m 
Ceylon and Manaar, have reftored the Pearl-fifhing there, which 
had been a good while interrupted by the Wars between thefe 
Nations in thofe parts; p. 150. 

24. That the Coaft of Manaar is rich in Fifh ; among which 
there are ftore of Caymans, and a kind of Sea-Calf , which is Am¬ 
phibious, and yields Meat, not only far excelling that of Sturgeon, 
but alfo tatting like Teal* and that the Females of them have 
Milk in their Duggs 5 p. 152. 

25. That, when in the Pen-infule of Jafnapatnam (a part of 
Ceylon,) and in-the Ifle of Manaar ’tis Winter and Rainy, ’tis at the 
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fame time Summer in the reft of Ceylon, and on the contrary; 
th it in ihcPlains of Ceylon there never blow but two forts of Wind, 
North and South > but that about the higher parts of Columbo and 
Gale,See. the Land-winds reign in the night , and the Sea=winds 
in the day-time 5 p. 153, 

26* 1 hat in Patiarapalh, one of the Provinces of fafnapatnam, 
the Elephants by the ftrength of their Body bear down every year 
abundance of wild Palm-trees, when their fruit is ripe; p. 170. 

37. That in Paletiva, one of die fmall lfles near Jafnapatnam, 
the people catch the wild Horfes there by chafing them into a 
Water-poofand fo tiiafteringthem with noofes: p.iji. 

a8 That the Wild Elephants me by the tame Females of the 
fame kind as twere duckoy’d into a lodge with trap-doors, where 
by hunger, and long wakes, and the difeipline exercifed upon 
them by tame Elephants , they are at length tamed themfelves. 

351. That Ceylon abounds, befides 'Elephants and Wild Horfes, 
with Buffalo's, Oxen, Cows, Sheep, Hoggs, Goats, Dear, Elks, Wild 
Bores, typers. Bears, facials. Apes , Peacocks, Nightingales, Larins, 
Snipes, Partridges, Pigeons, Gcefe, Crows, Kjtes, 6tvls,& c. Of the 
Jackals this Author faith, that they are fo greedy after Mans flefii, 
that the Inhabitants are fain to keep their Dead from them by 
covering their Sepulchres with large ftones*" To which he adds, 
that their Fhfb is very medicinal for a Coufumption -,p. 198,199* 
90.Thai there are4 Serpents m Ceylon, which they call Sea-Serpents, 
8,9, or 10 Ells long ; (I fuppofe he fpeaks of Dutch meafure:) 
And others, that catch Mice and Rats, and do no hurt to Mankind: 
As alfo another fort, called Cohres Capellos, the moft venomous of 
all, wliofe bite is faid to be commonly cured by the Stone fouud 
in the head of the fame Creature,laid upon the wound and purged 
in Milk. 

«>i. That Ceylon affords divers forts of Precious St ones,as Rubies, 
Sapbirs, Topafjes, Granats •, aud Mines alfo of Gold, Silver, and Iron, 
but that the Kings of the Ifland will not fuffer the Royal Mettals 
to be digged up. 

33. That the Commodities for Trade in Ceylon, are. Stained 
Stuffs, silkj. Porcelain, Spices, Camphire, Ambergris , Radix Chinee, 
Amphion,.'blnfeus, Santal, Saltpeter, Sulphur,Lead, Copper, Win,See. 

So much for the Philofophical part of this Work: What con* 
cents the particulars, relating to the proceedings of the Dutch 
in the Eajl>Indies, as to their Trade there, a;id the Acquilitions 

they 
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they have there made among the Natives, Vortuguefes, &c; as alfo 
what belongs to the Morals and the odd Religions of thole Indi¬ 
an Heathens,! muft refer the Reader to the Book it felf. 

II.Antonii le Grand INSUTVflO PPllLOSOPHlsF, (>ecundum 
Vrincipia Rcnati Des-Cartes 3 nova methods adornata cxpUcata. 
Londtni ,apud J.Martyn,™ Cicmeterio D. Pauli, 167 2 ,m 8 '\ 

*-v^m Author hath with much induftry and clearnefs laid coge» 
therein this fm ill pocket volume, all the parts of the Carte- 
fan Philofophy, to facilitate the ftudy of the fame to fuo.ii as 
defire to inftrutft themfelvcs in it. 

He begins with the Artofufing Reafon arighr 3 and infills much 
uponthis,that we are to deveft our (elves of the prejudices of our 
infancy, and to acknowledge nothing for Truth, but what we do 
clearly and diftimftly understand 3 and then,that we ought to give 
or deny our affent to nothing but what exactly anfwers to fuch a 
clear perception and underftanding of ours* 

And becaufe all our knowledge is uncertain, as long as we are 
not fure of a Being ahfilutclyperfeft, from whom,as the Firlt Truth, 
all verities do depend 3 he aflerts the actual Exiftence of fuch a 
Being from the principles of Des-Cartcs. 

Then fince from this ground, that there is a God , by whole 
power all things are produced,and that cannot deceive us, we arc 
certain that we cannot err in the things which we clearly and di- 
itinftly know, he infers, that, feeing we have clear and diftintft 
ideas of Corporeal things,of which we are not theCaufes.and which 
even occur often to us againft our will, that, I fay, thofe idea’s 
proceed from things without us,that do truly and a finally ex ill in 
the world 3 for ell'e, faith be, if God fiiould imraediatly imprefs 
fich conceptions upon our Minds,or caufethem to proceed from 
an objctSfiu which there were to be found nothing of Fxtenfion, 
Motion, Figure, ike. God could by no means be freed from de¬ 
ception. Whence it follows,according to our Author,that there 
is a Sub fiance extended in length, breadth , and depth , call’d Body, the 
Qh j . tfi: of T’hy fiefs 

Now, in thole Pbyjicfit lie excluded! all Sstbfiantial Forms from 
Body, and aferibeth all the Corporeal Efieiils of Nature to the 
various Size, F gure, Scituatiou, Motion and Reft of Bodies, 
And admitting, that a Material Subftance confifts in the laid 
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three DlmenCons, and is not really diftinguHh’t from ^uaniky 9 he thinks, that’tiseafh 
to deraonftrate,there can be no Vacuum in Nature ,• that Rarefa&ion is not made but by 
an acquiiition of new matter, &c. Here he treateth of Gravity, which he maketh to 
confift in this, that all the Subtil* Matter, that is between Us and the Moon, being mod 
Iwiftly mov’d towards the Earth, driverh down fuch Bodies as ara lefs fwlftly raov ? u» 
fledifcourfethalfoat large of ths Nature, Principle, and Laws of Maim of tune, and 
Place % oEHxrdnefs and Fluidity ; of Denfity and Rarity y of Afperity uid ytnootbnef, &C. 

Moreover, he treateth of the Syfteme of the Uaiverfe.. endeavouring to demonftrnte 
the Creation of the World by Natural Reafon,and the Identity ofthe matter of Celcfiial 
and Terreftrial Bodies. Thence he proceeds to explicate the nattu e and motion of the 
Heavens, Planets, and other Celeftial Bodies; as alfo the nature of Light,and Corned, 
8tc. Which done,he treateth of the Earth,and afierts its Motion with fome new argu* 
meats, as he think?. Then heconftlers the produ&ions within and under the Earth ; 
the nature and effe&s ofthe Losd {lone; the Flux and Rrftix of thcSe 5 the nature 
ofthe Air and ofthe things generated therein j the nature of Fire *, of H;at and Cold ; 
of Thunder and Lightning,&c. 

After this he undertaketh the Explication of Man : And therein, Firfh of the Body o f 
Man, its parte and compofition \ where he ma ntains^hat all the puts of the fotus are 
at firft formed altogether in utero ; and explains, How Nutrition is made ; and ho v the 
Motion ofthe Heart, Arteries and Mu(clej,an4 the Circulation of the Blond is psrfoi m* 
ed. Then he goes on to the do&rine of Senfation , and, among many other particu Uu's. 
endeavours to thew thv theHumanSoul receives noth*ng,but forafrauch «s fhe4ta h hoc 
Seat in the Brain,. Which done, he difeourfeth of Vilioi, and Colours, and o\ the 
reft of the Senfes. Secondly, of the Soul o'; Man, wh ole In materiality and lmmort dit y 
he is after ting; whereas the oui of Brum, in his opinion, ismeerly Mechanical, and 
depends from nothing elfe but the difpofition of the Organs and the Influx of' pints. To 
this part he Joins the do&rine ofthe P.ii-Wjr peculiar to Man, and aferibabie to h m no 
$therwife than as he is a compound of Soul and B>Jy* 

He eemcludeth with his Etbic{s, and (hews, wherein conGfts Man’s fupream Happinefs, 
the nature of Vertue, and Free Will. 

III. An Effayto the Jdvancemetu of MVSl 'K- by Tho.Salmon,iH. A London,in $°* 
mrHe defign of this Eftay is,to advance Mafic {by calling away the Perplexity of Diffte* 
rent Cliffs } and Uniting all forts of fAuCick,Lnte M Vid Vio!in>Qrga»,Ha*pft-chord J'oics,Sec* 
inane Uaiverfal Character. And to give the Reader the judgment of an able Mailer in 
this Art concerning this Trail,he may pleafe to take that of >lr. John Birchcitjht^i *t is ex¬ 
tant in the Preface thereof to the Reader, 


Here is a well-defign’d Epitome of Prafiical MuGcfc : For, by this hippy contrivance, 
the Cliffs > vffiicb vs ere many , are reduced into an Vnverfal Char after ; the various jh fting of 
Rotes in a Syfieme or. Staff of lines are fixed \ the necejjity of their Tranfpofttions ti{eu away: > 0 
that he that can Sing or Flay any one Part,may fing or play all Parts j and he that Jhxll {new h:s 
Affiances m any one Part,may {now them in all parts • 

The fame Mafter declaring hereupon, that the benefit of thh Eftay will b:fo great to 
thofe who fhall make ufe of it,that he knows not what to deftre more ad vantagious for 
its acceptance,than an Experimental TryalfWhich herewith we recommend to rhe Inge¬ 
nious, Lovers of this Alt, Adverts fement. 

yiTHcteas fbeonSmyrHaus^boiit 600 years ftnee, had in a Greek Volume explicated all 
* the Mathematical places in Plato, which Volume (as Blanc asms in the end of his Ap¬ 
pendix In Arifiatelisloca Maihematlca faith * 'jefi pirns Anna long ago promised to publiih 
out of the Vatican,by himfelf rendredinto Latin ;The Publi flier of thefe Trails.,tecord* 
ing to bis engagement for the Refufcitation of obliging Antiqviities, and .for the Rcflau- 
ration and Advancement ofthe Liberal Arts,inquiring,what was performed therein. 
allured by his f'orrefpondcnt from Paris, the laid thern was there publifti't fome rears ag > 
by that Learned and Worthy perlbn J //;w<e/ Bttllialdrts, in Greek and Utin together. 

And now it is time to con Cult forthe reprinting of € lane anus in Arifiotelis l&ca ,'atbs* 
matica, corroded, and with careful emendations of his 0 athtmrtkorum < brounlo-jia ; That 
fuchas pieread to thegrest Names of Ar fi tle and Plato,nwy be invited by *htir autho¬ 
rity and example,to learn thofe Noble Arts. We alfo hope, that thofe generous pints, 
who may have the help of good Libraries, will recover into pub! ck 1 ight the bell of Vn- 
tient writers,illuftrated by modern dilige*'ce,as we hire no t e Elements of Miophant/^ 


Ale xan dawn his Algebra, with the Anuotatious and A.Eachet&c, fee N.?-* 

The. 



